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INTRODUCTION

The Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) English Language Arts (ELA) Writing Scoring 
Sampler can be used as a resource for Florida educators, schools, and districts regarding 
the scoring of student responses on the writing component of the statewide ELA 
assessments. Each spring, students in grades 4–10 are administered a passage set and a 
text-based writing prompt for the FSA ELA Writing test. Students respond either to an 
informative/explanatory prompt or to an opinion/argumentation prompt. Unlike the types of 
writing prompts administered on statewide writing assessments in the past, the FSA 
prompts are text dependent—based on the passage set each student is provided—which 
focuses on a specific purpose for writing. Students draw on reading and writing skills while 
integrating information from the passage set in order to develop and draft a cohesive essay 
response. 

This sampler contains sample student responses that illustrate the score points described 
in the applicable scoring rubric; the passage (text) set and text-based writing prompt can 
be accessed via a hyperlink provided on the next page. As with all FSA content, the sample 
passage set and prompt were reviewed by a committee of Florida educators to ensure 
appropriateness for the intended grade in terms of the text complexity, topic, and wording. 

In this sampler, examples of student responses represent some of the various combinations 
of the score points across the scoring domains. As a basis for developing a common 
understanding of the scoring criteria, an annotation follows the response to explain the 
prominent characteristics of the response described in the rubric. These responses are not 
intended to provide a full spectrum of examples for each score point in each domain. 
Moreover, they do not necessarily represent the highest or lowest example of each score 
point in each domain. 

It should be noted that in addition to responses that receive the scores described in the 
rubric for each domain, some responses earn a score of “0” due to certain conditions as 
follows:

•• The entire response is written in a language other than English.
•• The response is illegible, is incomprehensible, includes an insufficient amount of 

writing to be evaluated, or is completely copied from the source material with no 
original work. 

•• The response is completely off topic, and the Conventions domain is scored; this 
condition could result in a score of 0, 1, or 2 points.

Because a response that is left completely blank does not meet attemptedness criteria for 
FSA ELA Writing, no score can be earned or reported for the combined Reading/Writing 
components that the FSA ELA test comprises. 
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To access additional resources related to the ELA assessments, please visit the Florida 
Standards Assessments portal at fsassessments.org/resources/.

The Florida Standards in English Language Arts (Writing Strand) describe what students 
should know and be able to do at each grade level. For more information about the Florida 
Standards, please visit CPALMS at www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Standard. 

TEXT-BASED WRITING SOURCES

To offer students a variety of texts on the FSA ELA Writing tests, authentic and copyrighted 
passages and articles appear as they were originally published, as requested by the 
publisher and/or author. While these real-world examples do not always adhere to strict 
style conventions and/or grammar rules, inconsistencies among passages should not 
detract from students’ ability to understand and respond to the text-based writing task.

To view the passage “Does the Electoral College Work?,” click  
https://scoringguides.airast.org.

http://fsassessments.org/resources/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Standard
https://scoringguides.airast.org


6 Florida Department of Education

Grade 9 2015 ELA Writing

ARGUMENTATIVE TEXT-BASED WRITING RUBRIC
G

ra
d

es
 6

–1
0

A
rg

um
en

ta
ti

ve
 T

ex
t-

b
as

ed
 W

ri
ti

ng
 R

ub
ri

c
(S

co
re

 p
o

in
ts

 w
it

hi
n 

ea
ch

 d
o

m
ai

n 
in

cl
ud

e 
m

o
st

 o
f 

th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

b
el

o
w

.)
S

co
re

P
ur

p
o

se
, F

o
cu

s,
 a

nd
 O

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

(4
-p

o
in

t 
R

ub
ri

c)
E

vi
d

en
ce

 a
nd

 E
la

b
o

ra
ti

o
n 

(4
-p

o
in

t 
R

ub
ri

c)
C

o
nv

en
ti

o
ns

 o
f 

S
ta

nd
ar

d
 E

ng
lis

h 
(2

-p
o

in
t 

R
ub

ri
c 

b
eg

in
s 

at
 s

co
re

 p
o

in
t 

2)

4
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 fu
lly

 s
us

ta
in

ed
 a

nd
 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

 fo
cu

se
d

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 p

ur
p

os
e,

 
au

d
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k;
 a

nd
 it

 h
as

 a
 c

le
ar

 c
la

im
 

an
d

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 c
re

at
in

g 
co

he
re

nc
e 

an
d

 c
om

p
le

te
ne

ss
. T

he
 r

es
p

on
se

 
in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
••

S
tr

on
gl

y 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d
 c

la
im

 w
ith

 li
tt

le
 o

r 
no

 lo
os

el
y 

re
la

te
d

 m
at

er
ia

l
••

C
le

ar
ly

 a
d

d
re

ss
ed

 a
lte

rn
at

e 
or

 o
p

p
os

in
g 

cl
ai

m
s*

••
S

ki
llf

ul
 u

se
 o

f a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f t
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 t
o 

cl
ar

ify
 t

he
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p

s 
b

et
w

ee
n 

an
d

 a
m

on
g 

id
ea

s
••

Lo
gi

ca
l p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f i
d

ea
s 

fr
om

 
b

eg
in

ni
ng

 t
o 

en
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

at
is

fy
in

g 
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
an

d
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
••

A
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 s

ty
le

 a
nd

 t
on

e 
es

ta
b

lis
he

d
 

an
d

 m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 t

ho
ro

ug
h,

 c
on

vi
nc

in
g,

 
an

d
 c

re
d

ib
le

 s
up

p
or

t,
 c

iti
ng

 e
vi

d
en

ce
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

rit
er

’s
 c

la
im

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

es
 t

he
 e

ffe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 s

ou
rc

es
, f

ac
ts

, a
nd

 d
et

ai
ls

. T
he

 r
es

p
on

se
 

in
cl

ud
es

 m
os

t 
of

 t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
S

m
oo

th
ly

 in
te

gr
at

ed
, t

ho
ro

ug
h,

 a
nd

 
re

le
va

nt
 e

vi
d

en
ce

, i
nc

lu
d

in
g 

p
re

ci
se

 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 t
o 

so
ur

ce
s

••
E

ffe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f e

la
b

or
at

iv
e 

te
ch

ni
q

ue
s 

to
 s

up
p

or
t 

th
e 

cl
ai

m
, 

d
em

on
st

ra
tin

g 
an

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

in
g 

of
 t

he
 

to
p

ic
 a

nd
 t

ex
t

••
C

le
ar

 a
nd

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
ex

p
re

ss
io

n 
of

 id
ea

s,
 

us
in

g 
p

re
ci

se
 la

ng
ua

ge
••

A
ca

d
em

ic
 a

nd
 d

om
ai

n-
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vo

ca
b

ul
ar

y 
cl

ea
rly

 a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 fo

r 
th

e 
au

d
ie

nc
e 

an
d

 p
ur

p
os

e
••

Va
rie

d
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 d

em
on

st
ra

tin
g 

la
ng

ua
ge

 fa
ci

lit
y

3
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 a
d

eq
ua

te
ly

 s
us

ta
in

ed
 a

nd
 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 fo
cu

se
d

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 p

ur
p

os
e,

 
au

d
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k;
 a

nd
 it

 h
as

 a
 c

le
ar

 c
la

im
 

an
d

 e
vi

d
en

t 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 w
ith

 a
 

se
ns

e 
of

 c
om

p
le

te
ne

ss
. T

he
 r

es
p

on
se

 
in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
••

M
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

 c
la

im
, t

ho
ug

h 
so

m
e 

lo
os

el
y 

re
la

te
d

 m
at

er
ia

l m
ay

 b
e 

p
re

se
nt

••
A

lte
rn

at
e 

or
 o

p
p

os
in

g 
cl

ai
m

s 
in

cl
ud

ed
 

b
ut

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
m

p
le

te
ly

 a
d

d
re

ss
ed

*
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 u

se
 o

f a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f t
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 t
o 

cl
ar

ify
 t

he
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p

s 
b

et
w

ee
n 

an
d

 a
m

on
g 

id
ea

s
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f i
d

ea
s 

fr
om

 
b

eg
in

ni
ng

 t
o 

en
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

uf
fic

ie
nt

 
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
an

d
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
••

A
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 s

ty
le

 a
nd

 t
on

e 
es

ta
b

lis
he

d

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 a

d
eq

ua
te

 s
up

p
or

t,
 

ci
tin

g 
ev

id
en

ce
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

rit
er

’s
 c

la
im

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

es
 t

he
 u

se
 o

f s
ou

rc
es

, f
ac

ts
, a

nd
 

d
et

ai
ls

. T
he

 r
es

p
on

se
 in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
  

••
G

en
er

al
ly

 in
te

gr
at

ed
 a

nd
 r

el
ev

an
t 

ev
id

en
ce

 fr
om

 s
ou

rc
es

, t
ho

ug
h 

re
fe

re
nc

es
 m

ay
 b

e 
ge

ne
ra

l o
r 

im
p

re
ci

se
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 u

se
 o

f s
om

e 
el

ab
or

at
iv

e 
te

ch
ni

q
ue

s
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 id
ea

s,
 

em
p

lo
yi

ng
 a

 m
ix

 o
f p

re
ci

se
 a

nd
 g

en
er

al
 

la
ng

ua
ge

••
D

om
ai

n-
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vo

ca
b

ul
ar

y 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 

ap
p

ro
p

ria
te

 fo
r 

th
e 

au
d

ie
nc

e 
an

d
 

p
ur

p
os

e
••

S
om

e 
va

ria
tio

n 
in

 s
en

te
nc

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e

*N
ot

 a
p

p
lic

ab
le

 a
t 

gr
ad

e 
6

C
on

ti
n

u
ed

 o
n

 t
h

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 p
ag

e



7Florida Department of Education

Grade 9 2015 ELA Writing

ARGUMENTATIVE TEXT-BASED WRITING RUBRIC

G
ra

d
es

 6
–1

0
A

rg
um

en
ta

ti
ve

 T
ex

t-
b

as
ed

 W
ri

ti
ng

 R
ub

ri
c

(S
co

re
 p

o
in

ts
 w

it
hi

n 
ea

ch
 d

o
m

ai
n 

in
cl

ud
e 

m
o

st
 o

f 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
b

el
o

w
.)

S
co

re
P

ur
p

o
se

, F
o

cu
s,

 a
nd

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
(4

-p
o

in
t 

R
ub

ri
c)

E
vi

d
en

ce
 a

nd
 E

la
b

o
ra

ti
o

n 
(4

-p
o

in
t 

R
ub

ri
c)

C
o

nv
en

ti
o

ns
 o

f 
S

ta
nd

ar
d

 E
ng

lis
h 

(2
-p

o
in

t 
R

ub
ri

c 
b

eg
in

s 
at

 s
co

re
 p

o
in

t 
2)

4
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 fu
lly

 s
us

ta
in

ed
 a

nd
 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

 fo
cu

se
d

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 p

ur
p

os
e,

 
au

d
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k;
 a

nd
 it

 h
as

 a
 c

le
ar

 c
la

im
 

an
d

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 c
re

at
in

g 
co

he
re

nc
e 

an
d

 c
om

p
le

te
ne

ss
. T

he
 r

es
p

on
se

 
in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
••

S
tr

on
gl

y 
m

ai
nt

ai
ne

d
 c

la
im

 w
ith

 li
tt

le
 o

r 
no

 lo
os

el
y 

re
la

te
d

 m
at

er
ia

l
••

C
le

ar
ly

 a
d

d
re

ss
ed

 a
lte

rn
at

e 
or

 o
p

p
os

in
g 

cl
ai

m
s*

••
S

ki
llf

ul
 u

se
 o

f a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f t
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 t
o 

cl
ar

ify
 t

he
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p

s 
b

et
w

ee
n 

an
d

 a
m

on
g 

id
ea

s
••

Lo
gi

ca
l p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f i
d

ea
s 

fr
om

 
b

eg
in

ni
ng

 t
o 

en
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

at
is

fy
in

g 
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
an

d
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
••

A
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 s

ty
le

 a
nd

 t
on

e 
es

ta
b

lis
he

d
 

an
d

 m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 t

ho
ro

ug
h,

 c
on

vi
nc

in
g,

 
an

d
 c

re
d

ib
le

 s
up

p
or

t,
 c

iti
ng

 e
vi

d
en

ce
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

rit
er

’s
 c

la
im

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

es
 t

he
 e

ffe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 s

ou
rc

es
, f

ac
ts

, a
nd

 d
et

ai
ls

. T
he

 r
es

p
on

se
 

in
cl

ud
es

 m
os

t 
of

 t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
S

m
oo

th
ly

 in
te

gr
at

ed
, t

ho
ro

ug
h,

 a
nd

 
re

le
va

nt
 e

vi
d

en
ce

, i
nc

lu
d

in
g 

p
re

ci
se

 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 t
o 

so
ur

ce
s

••
E

ffe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f e

la
b

or
at

iv
e 

te
ch

ni
q

ue
s 

to
 s

up
p

or
t 

th
e 

cl
ai

m
, 

d
em

on
st

ra
tin

g 
an

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

in
g 

of
 t

he
 

to
p

ic
 a

nd
 t

ex
t

••
C

le
ar

 a
nd

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
ex

p
re

ss
io

n 
of

 id
ea

s,
 

us
in

g 
p

re
ci

se
 la

ng
ua

ge
••

A
ca

d
em

ic
 a

nd
 d

om
ai

n-
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vo

ca
b

ul
ar

y 
cl

ea
rly

 a
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 fo

r 
th

e 
au

d
ie

nc
e 

an
d

 p
ur

p
os

e
••

Va
rie

d
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 d

em
on

st
ra

tin
g 

la
ng

ua
ge

 fa
ci

lit
y

3
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 a
d

eq
ua

te
ly

 s
us

ta
in

ed
 a

nd
 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 fo
cu

se
d

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 p

ur
p

os
e,

 
au

d
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k;
 a

nd
 it

 h
as

 a
 c

le
ar

 c
la

im
 

an
d

 e
vi

d
en

t 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

 w
ith

 a
 

se
ns

e 
of

 c
om

p
le

te
ne

ss
. T

he
 r

es
p

on
se

 
in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
••

M
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

 c
la

im
, t

ho
ug

h 
so

m
e 

lo
os

el
y 

re
la

te
d

 m
at

er
ia

l m
ay

 b
e 

p
re

se
nt

••
A

lte
rn

at
e 

or
 o

p
p

os
in

g 
cl

ai
m

s 
in

cl
ud

ed
 

b
ut

 m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

co
m

p
le

te
ly

 a
d

d
re

ss
ed

*
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 u

se
 o

f a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f t
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 t
o 

cl
ar

ify
 t

he
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p

s 
b

et
w

ee
n 

an
d

 a
m

on
g 

id
ea

s
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f i
d

ea
s 

fr
om

 
b

eg
in

ni
ng

 t
o 

en
d

 w
ith

 a
 s

uf
fic

ie
nt

 
in

tr
od

uc
tio

n 
an

d
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
••

A
p

p
ro

p
ria

te
 s

ty
le

 a
nd

 t
on

e 
es

ta
b

lis
he

d

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 a

d
eq

ua
te

 s
up

p
or

t,
 

ci
tin

g 
ev

id
en

ce
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

rit
er

’s
 c

la
im

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

es
 t

he
 u

se
 o

f s
ou

rc
es

, f
ac

ts
, a

nd
 

d
et

ai
ls

. T
he

 r
es

p
on

se
 in

cl
ud

es
 m

os
t 

of
 t

he
 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
  

••
G

en
er

al
ly

 in
te

gr
at

ed
 a

nd
 r

el
ev

an
t 

ev
id

en
ce

 fr
om

 s
ou

rc
es

, t
ho

ug
h 

re
fe

re
nc

es
 m

ay
 b

e 
ge

ne
ra

l o
r 

im
p

re
ci

se
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 u

se
 o

f s
om

e 
el

ab
or

at
iv

e 
te

ch
ni

q
ue

s
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 id
ea

s,
 

em
p

lo
yi

ng
 a

 m
ix

 o
f p

re
ci

se
 a

nd
 g

en
er

al
 

la
ng

ua
ge

••
D

om
ai

n-
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vo

ca
b

ul
ar

y 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 

ap
p

ro
p

ria
te

 fo
r 

th
e 

au
d

ie
nc

e 
an

d
 

p
ur

p
os

e
••

S
om

e 
va

ria
tio

n 
in

 s
en

te
nc

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e

*N
ot

 a
p

p
lic

ab
le

 a
t 

gr
ad

e 
6

C
on

ti
n

u
ed

 o
n

 t
h

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g

 p
ag

e

G
ra

d
es

 6
–1

0
A

rg
um

en
ta

ti
ve

 T
ex

t-
b

as
ed

 W
ri

ti
ng

 R
ub

ri
c

(S
co

re
 p

o
in

ts
 w

it
hi

n 
ea

ch
 d

o
m

ai
n 

in
cl

ud
e 

m
o

st
 o

f 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
b

el
o

w
.)

S
co

re
P

ur
p

o
se

, F
o

cu
s,

 a
nd

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
(4

-p
o

in
t 

R
ub

ri
c)

E
vi

d
en

ce
 a

nd
 E

la
b

o
ra

ti
o

n 
(4

-p
o

in
t 

R
ub

ri
c)

C
o

nv
en

ti
o

ns
 o

f 
S

ta
nd

ar
d

 E
ng

lis
h 

(2
-p

o
in

t 
R

ub
ri

c)

2
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 s
om

ew
ha

t 
su

st
ai

ne
d

 w
ith

in
 

th
e 

p
ur

p
os

e,
 a

ud
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k 
b

ut
 m

ay
 

in
cl

ud
e 

lo
os

el
y 

re
la

te
d

 o
r 

ex
tr

an
eo

us
 m

at
er

ia
l; 

an
d

 it
 m

ay
 h

av
e 

a 
cl

ai
m

 w
ith

 a
n 

in
co

ns
is

te
nt

 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

. T
he

 r
es

p
on

se
 m

ay
 

in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
Fo

cu
se

d
 c

la
im

 b
ut

 in
su

ffi
ci

en
tly

 
su

st
ai

ne
d

 o
r 

un
cl

ea
r

••
In

su
ffi

ci
en

tly
 a

d
d

re
ss

ed
 a

lte
rn

at
e 

or
 

op
p

os
in

g 
cl

ai
m

s*
••

In
co

ns
is

te
nt

 u
se

 o
f t

ra
ns

iti
on

al
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s 
w

ith
 li

tt
le

 v
ar

ie
ty

••
U

ne
ve

n 
p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 o

f i
d

ea
s 

fr
om

 
b

eg
in

ni
ng

 t
o 

en
d

 w
ith

 a
n 

in
ad

eq
ua

te
 

in
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

or
 c

on
cl

us
io

n

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 u

ne
ve

n,
 c

ur
so

ry
  

su
p

p
or

t/
ev

id
en

ce
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

rit
er

’s
 c

la
im

 t
ha

t 
in

cl
ud

es
 p

ar
tia

l u
se

 o
f s

ou
rc

es
, f

ac
ts

, a
nd

 
d

et
ai

ls
. T

he
 r

es
p

on
se

 m
ay

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
W

ea
kl

y 
in

te
gr

at
ed

 e
vi

d
en

ce
 fr

om
 

so
ur

ce
s;

 e
rr

at
ic

 o
r 

irr
el

ev
an

t 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 o
r 

ci
ta

tio
ns

••
R

ep
et

iti
ve

 o
r 

in
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 

el
ab

or
at

iv
e 

te
ch

ni
q

ue
s

••
Im

p
re

ci
se

 o
r 

si
m

p
lis

tic
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 
id

ea
s

••
S

om
e 

us
e 

of
 in

ap
p

ro
p

ria
te

 d
om

ai
n-

sp
ec

ifi
c 

vo
ca

b
ul

ar
y

••
M

os
t 

se
nt

en
ce

s 
lim

ite
d

 t
o 

si
m

p
le

 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

ns

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
an

 a
d

eq
ua

te
 

co
m

m
an

d
 o

f b
as

ic
 c

on
ve

nt
io

ns
. T

he
 

re
sp

on
se

 m
ay

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
S

om
e 

m
in

or
 e

rr
or

s 
in

 u
sa

ge
 b

ut
 n

o 
p

at
te

rn
s 

of
 e

rr
or

s
••

A
d

eq
ua

te
 u

se
 o

f p
un

ct
ua

tio
n,

 
ca

p
ita

liz
at

io
n,

 s
en

te
nc

e 
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 
an

d
 s

p
el

lin
g

1
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 is

 r
el

at
ed

 t
o 

th
e 

to
p

ic
 b

ut
 m

ay
 

d
em

on
st

ra
te

 li
tt

le
 o

r 
no

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 t

he
 

p
ur

p
os

e,
 a

ud
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 t
as

k;
 a

nd
 it

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
no

 d
is

ce
rn

ib
le

 c
la

im
 a

nd
 li

tt
le

 o
r 

no
 

d
is

ce
rn

ib
le

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

na
l s

tr
uc

tu
re

. T
he

 
re

sp
on

se
 m

ay
 in

cl
ud

e 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
••

A
b

se
nt

, c
on

fu
si

ng
, o

r 
am

b
ig

uo
us

 c
la

im
••

M
is

si
ng

 a
lte

rn
at

e 
or

 o
p

p
os

in
g 

cl
ai

m
s*

••
Fe

w
 o

r 
no

 t
ra

ns
iti

on
al

 s
tr

at
eg

ie
s

••
Fr

eq
ue

nt
 e

xt
ra

ne
ou

s 
id

ea
s 

th
at

 im
p

ed
e 

un
d

er
st

an
d

in
g

••
To

o 
b

rie
f t

o 
d

em
on

st
ra

te
 k

no
w

le
d

ge
 o

f 
fo

cu
s 

or
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 p
ro

vi
d

es
 m

in
im

al
 s

up
p

or
t/

ev
id

en
ce

 fo
r 

th
e 

w
rit

er
’s

 c
la

im
, i

nc
lu

d
in

g 
lit

tle
 

if 
an

y 
us

e 
of

 s
ou

rc
es

, f
ac

ts
, a

nd
 d

et
ai

ls
. T

he
 

re
sp

on
se

 m
ay

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

••
M

in
im

al
, a

b
se

nt
, e

rr
on

eo
us

, o
r 

irr
el

ev
an

t 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

r 
ci

ta
tio

ns
 fr

om
 t

he
 s

ou
rc

e 
m

at
er

ia
l

••
E

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 id
ea

s 
th

at
 is

 v
ag

ue
, 

un
cl

ea
r, 

or
 c

on
fu

si
ng

••
Li

m
ite

d
 a

nd
 o

ft
en

 in
ap

p
ro

p
ria

te
 la

ng
ua

ge
 

or
 d

om
ai

n-
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vo

ca
b

ul
ar

y
••

S
en

te
nc

es
 li

m
ite

d
 t

o 
si

m
p

le
 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
ns

Th
e 

re
sp

on
se

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
a 

p
ar

tia
l 

co
m

m
an

d
 o

f b
as

ic
 c

on
ve

nt
io

ns
. T

he
 

re
sp

on
se

 m
ay

 in
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
••

Va
rio

us
 e

rr
or

s 
in

 u
sa

ge
••

In
co

ns
is

te
nt

 u
se

 o
f c

or
re

ct
 

p
un

ct
ua

tio
n,

 c
ap

ita
liz

at
io

n,
 s

en
te

nc
e 

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 s

p
el

lin
g

0
Th

e 
re

sp
on

se
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

a 
la

ck
 o

f 
co

m
m

an
d

 o
f c

on
ve

nt
io

ns
, w

ith
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 

an
d

 s
ev

er
e 

er
ro

rs
 o

ft
en

 o
b

sc
ur

in
g 

m
ea

ni
ng

. 

*N
ot

 a
p

p
lic

ab
le

 a
t 

gr
ad

e 
6



8 Florida Department of Education

Grade 9 2015 ELA Writing

S-1	 Score Point 4/4/2	 (page 1 of 3)

Being a person of politics yourself, you of all people should know that many 
compromises have been made over the course of the establishment of the United 
States. However, some of the compromises, like the electoral college, were made 
because of factors in the past and are now not needed in today’s modern 
democracy. While the electoral college once worked as a compromise in the past, 
it is an archaic system that unfairly represents the votes of citizens all across the 
nation. A popular vote should instead be utilized to fairly choose the people of 
power in this country and would better represent voters’ opinions.

In implementing the electoral college, most states’ votes either go to one 
candidate or the other, leading to candidates to only campaign in swing states 
(Bradford Plumer 13). This may not seem like much of a problem, but consider this: 
a swing state such as Florida with over 20 electoral votes could go to a candidate 
who could have won by a 51 to 49 percent margin. This means that all the voters 
who voted for the other candidate no longer count, making the electoral college 
ineffective at voicing the opinions of the populous. Also, many states may not even 
see the future president at all, like in the 2000 election where the candidates did 
not even go once and talk in seventeen states. This leads to a poor democracy 
because voters in these states will surmise that if the president will not bother to 
visit their state, they shouldn’t bother on making an educated decision when 
voting, or may choose to not vote at all. In a election by popular vote, presidents 
will have to make greater strides in getting the people’s votes and citizens will then 
have more of an impetus in learning more about their country’s government and 
politics.

With the Electoral College, there is also the risk that electors may not necessarily 
vote for the candidate the people want as president. In the Electoral College, 
“voters vote not for the president, but for a slate of electors, who in turn elect the 
president” (Bradford 10). These electors may not necessarily vote for what 
candidate voters want most as president, and could do what they might feel is the 
best decision; however, this is not always what the majority of voters want in a 
president and could end up with a poor president. In addition, most voters know 
very little about how these electors are chosen and are not in control of who their 
state’s electors are. In a way this system is a bit corrupt, because the voters don’t 
have the final say of the president.

In addition, a tie is likely in an electoral vote because of swing states, which has 
the potential to lead to a disaster. If two candidates receive the same number of 
electoral votes and tie in an election, the House of Representatives then chooses 
the president, while the Senate choose the vice president, but their votes may not 
show who voters want as president, seeing that voters often vote one party for


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president while the other for their representatives (Plumer 12). The vote for 
president is distributed unevenly, and states with many voters will only be 
represented by one vote. this could lead to the House of Representatives choosing 
a president that is only liked by a small population and this cannot easily be 
undone. Swing states are the only thing that can cause or prevent a tie in 
elections, and a tie has almost occured in 1976 in Hawaii and in 1968 in Ohio.

Those in favor of the electoral college argue that because candidates will focus on 
swing states in order to win voters in those states will pay closer attention to the 
election and make a more educated decision (Richard A. Posner 20). However, this 
is not necessarily the case, and there are plenty of other well-educated voters in 
other states who have opinions that will never be counted because of the electoral 
college. If the popular vote becomes the new method in choosing the president, 
voters all across the nation will pay more attention to elections because they feel 
that their vote can make a difference, and it will. This will in turn increase the 
number of voters actively paying attention to their country’s decisions. Because of 
the Electoral College, “about one-half the eligible American population did vote in 
[2012’s] election” (Posner 23). Although this number is mentioned as a success in 
Posner’s arguement, this means that there is one-half of American voices left 
unheard. Democracy only works if all citizens vote, but they will only take the time 
to vote if they know that they can make a difference.

Change needs to happen and it has to soon. If not, a poor president could be 
elected and then who knows what bad things could happen? With the popular 
vote, more people will be heard, and they will better take part in their country’s 
government, leading to a better nation.


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4–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose and task. A clear 
claim is presented in the introduction (A popular vote should instead be utilized to fairly 
choose the people of power in this country and would better represent voters’ opinions) and 
strongly maintained throughout the response. The introduction is concise and effective in 
providing the historical context for the adoption of the Electoral College then stating the 
argument that these circumstances have changed and the need for the Electoral College 
process no longer exists. An effective organizational structure creates coherence and a sense 
of completeness. The response logically progresses through each distinct argument against 
the Electoral College in the first three body paragraphs. A variety of transitions are skillfully 
used to clarify relationships between and among ideas (This may not seem like much of a 
problem, but; This leads to a; In addition). Opposing claims are clearly and effectively 
addressed in the last body paragraph of the response. An adequate conclusion concisely 
closes the response by reiterating the impacts of replacing the Electoral College with a 
popular vote (more people will be heard, and they will better take part in their country’s 
government, leading to a better nation). Appropriate style and tone are established and 
maintained throughout the response.

4–Evidence and Elaboration

The response includes thorough, convincing, and credible evidence selected from the source 
materials to support the claim. Multiple source-based examples are provided and properly 
cited for many of the points (a swing state such as Florida with over 20 electoral votes could 
go to a candidate who could have won by a 51 to 49 percent margin). Evidence is smoothly 
integrated with the analysis of the impact the evidence has on points made and the 
significance it has to the overall claim (This leads to a poor democracy because voters in 
these states will surmise that if the president will not bother to visit their state, they shouldn’t 
bother on making an educated decision when voting, or may choose to not vote at all). The 
response demonstrates excellent facility with language, including varied sentence structure, 
clear expression of ideas, and academic, domain-specific vocabulary (In a election by 
popular vote, presidents will have to make greater strides in getting the people’s votes and 
citizens will then have more of an impetus in learning more about their country’s government 
and politics). 

2–Conventions 

The draft response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

S1	 00061517
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Though I have not been alive to see most of it, I am sure that the debate on 
keeping the Electoral College or changing to election by popular vote has been 
going on for ages. Now, the words of a fourteen year old might not mean much to 
a state senator, especially since it will be four years until I am legally allowed to 
vote, but please sir, hear me out. I believe that we should keep the Electoral 
College for many reasons. One, if the president was decided by popular vote, our 
president might not be the best one for the country. Secondly, if it were up to a 
popular vote, the president might win, or not win, simply for being a regional 
favorite.

To start this off, if our president was decided by a popular vote, our president 
might not be the best thing for our country. As stated in the third article, paragraph 
20, “The winner-take-all method of awarding electoral votes induces the 
candidates... to focus their campaign effors on the toss-up states.” As you know, 
toss-up state’s make the final vote. Therefore, people in these states are more 
likely to pay close attention to the campaign, and they will be the ones with the 
most information. If it were up to popular vote, then anyone over the age of 18 
could randomly pick a winner. Let’s be honest, the majority of eighteen year old’s 
will vote on whoever their friends or family vote for, or even the candidate 
representing their group (Democratic or Republic). Many people, if the president 
was decided by popular vote, would make an uneducated decision on one of the 
canidates, not studying their choices as much as one would with the Electoral 
College system in place.

Secondly, if it were up to a popular vote, the president might simply win 
because he (or she) is a regional favorite. As stated in the third article, paragraph 
19, “...because a candidate with only regional appeal is unlikely to be a successful 
president.” Also in the paragraph, it states that no region has enough electoral 
votes to elect a president. If the president was decided by popular vote, however, 
can you imagine what it would be like? Take Romney, for example. He was a solid 
regional favorite in the South. Romney knew that there was no incentive to 
campaign heavily in the South, because he would not gain any electoral votes by 
increasing his plurilaty in states he knew he would win. If popularity decided the 
president, residents of the other regions might feel like their vote would not count, 
and that the president would have no regard for their interests. Say that popularity 
did actually determine a winner. While most regions might vote for a certain 
presidents, the ones that did not would feel like that the man running the country 
wasnt really “their president”. However, Mr. Senator, if the Electoral College was to 
stay, this problem would never exist. With the system we have now, the people 
vote for your state’s electors when they vote for the president. Most states also 
have a “winner-take-all” system. Therefore, the canidate with the most votes in a 
state win’s that state’s electors. This lets the voting be even, fair. A popular vote 
would make the voting unfair to those who did not want that president.


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Now, of course, the other view has to be adressed. As stated in the second 
article, “Because of the winner-take-all system in each state, candidates don’t 
spend time in states they know they have no chance of winning... During the 2000 
campaign, seventeen states didn’t see the candidates at all.” This quote shows 
that the canidates might not go to a state they know they have no chance in 
winning. I can see how this could support changing to election by popular vote, 
and how it could be reasonable. If our president was chosen by popular vote, then 
he would visit all of the states, trying to win them over. However, there are some 
strong arguments against this. To begin with, one man would have to visit 50 
states, and even if he only visited the majority, there is still a posibility that the state 
will not vote for him anyways, in the end. If we keep the Electoral College, then the 
majority of votes in a state would count, not his popularity. As a fourteen year old, I 
can relate this to highschool. A student can be the most popular student in the 
school, but they can also be the most rude and mean. And while another student 
may not be popular, they can be the nicest in the school. If the president was 
chosen by a popular vote, he might just end up being the worst thing that could 
happen to the country.

In conclusion, Mr. State Senator, I think that keeping the Electoral College is the 
best thing for our country. If we changed to election by popular vote, the man (or 
woman) might not be the best for our country, and the best man might not win 
because he is not a regional favorite. I hope, sir, that you will take my letter into 
account when you go to vote on this topic.


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4–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose and task. The 
response includes a clear claim and strongly maintains that claim throughout the response (I 
believe that we should keep the Electoral College for many reasons). The introduction 
personalizes the issue, acknowledging inexperience with the electoral process while 
recognizing the audience (Now, the words of a fourteen year old might not mean much to a 
state senator, especially since it will be four years until I am legally allowed to vote). A 
preview of points is provided in the introduction, and this plan is implemented through a 
logical progression of ideas from beginning to end. External transitions are formulaic but 
functional (To start this off, Secondly). Internal transitions are used effectively to clarify the 
relationships between and among ideas (Therefore, As you know, Let’s be honest). Opposing 
claims are clearly and thoroughly addressed in the third body paragraph, including an 
example illustrating the principle’s application to high school popularity (A student can be 
the most popular student in the school, but they can also be the most rude and mean). The 
conclusion adequately reiterates the claim and points made. Appropriate style and tone are 
established and maintained throughout the response. 

4–Evidence and Elaboration

The response provides thorough, convincing, and credible support, citing evidence for the 
claim that includes the effective use of sources. The response includes the effective use of a 
variety of sources to support the claim. This evidence is smoothly and effectively integrated 
throughout, including using examples taken from personal experiences (Let’s be honest, the 
majority of eighteen year old’s will vote on whoever their friends or family vote for, or even 
the candidate representing their group). Relating these principles to personal experiences 
demonstrates an understanding of topic and text. The response demonstrates excellent facility 
with language, with varied sentence structure, clear expression of ideas, and academic, 
domain-specific vocabulary (He was a solid regional favorite in the South. Romney knew that 
there was no incentive to campaign heavily in the South, because he would not gain any 
electoral votes by increasing his plurilaty in states he knew he would win. If popularity 
decided the president, residents of the other regions might feel like their vote would not 
count, and that the president would have no regard for their interests). 

2–Conventions 

The draft response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.

S2	 00077621



14 Florida Department of Education

Grade 9 2015 ELA Writing

S-3	 Score Point 4/2/2	 (page 1 of 3)

Since its creation in the early days of our country, the Electoral College has 
facilitated many an election. For the most part, this system is pretty fair, and 
represents the citizens fairly well. But, like all systems, there can be outliers or 
errors, as was seen in the 2000 election. In situations like were seen with Gore and 
Bush, some citizens began to question just how fair this system really is. However, 
despite the misgivings of the public, the Electoral College is, by far, the best option 
we have to keep elections going smoothly.

For years, the Electoral College has finished elections, and for the most part, 
the results have mirrored the citizens and popular vote well. Under the Electoral 
College, each state is given a number of electors, based on the number of 
representatives and senators that state has in Congress. Therefore, a state with 
more population, like Florida or California, has more of an impact on the vote than 
Alaska or Hawaii, both small by way of population. Therefore, larger states with 
more people have more say in the election, which will reflect the popular vote in 
most cases. However, as most states use a ‘winner takes all’ system, each state, 
from an individual standpoint, may not represent its own people well, through the 
elector selection. However, some states, like Maine and Nebraska, use a system of 
proportional representation, which more accurately gives out votes based on the 
population and how much of that population votes for each canidate. This system 
seems to more accurately interpret the popular vote, which will be more fair and 
true to the ideas of the people.

Although the Electoral College is viewed as a bit shady or unfair, ultimately, it is 
the safest option we have for an election. Although it has seen its fair share of 
bugs and issues, most of the time, they have been taken care of. For example, in 
1960, Hawaii sent two sets of electors. Vice President Nixon, who was presiding 
over the senate at that time, carefully sent the electors who would vote in his favor 
back, so as to keep it fair and avoid establishing a precedent. But, even beyond 
that, some people fear that a tie in the electoral vote may occur, as there are a total 
of 538 votes (which is an even number). However, even if the votes tie, the 
Electoral College system has a solution: The vote is sent to the House of 
Representatives, who were previously elected by the citizens of the states they 
represent, and should reflect the ideas and opinions of their home state. But, even 
with these options, some fear a greater disaster than the 2000 election may occur. 
However, the electoral college has failsafes in place. Since the electors are chosen 
based on the canidate that won, electors will be chosen from people who voted for 
that canidate. Besides, even if the Electoral College was removed, popular vote 
can still be just as unstable. By the Electoral College, the government is doing 
everything they can to keep the election going smoothly.




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Disputes over votes and elections are fairly common under the Electoral 
College system, but without it, the popular vote could be just as problematic. In 
addition, under popular vote, new ‘majority’ numbers would have to be defined 
every election, because of the constantly changing population and demographics 
of the country as a whole. The Electoral College is just safer, simpler, and easier. In 
addition, it forces canidates to go out and campaign for votes. The Electoral 
College keeps all the states in check, ensuring one region doesn’t become too 
powerful. For example, southern states generally vote for conservative canidates. 
But, the south alone isn’t powerful enough to win an election, so the canidate must 
campaign for swing states, like Florida and Ohio. A canidate already can be sure of 
votes where he is favored, so why focus his efforts where they aren’t needed? 
Even if a canidate completely ignores the region where he is preferred, the people 
of that region will be happy if he won, and he can focus on building ties to regions 
where he isn’t known as well. The Electoral College forces canidates to get out, do 
some work, and earn the votes to win. After all, the United States’ government is 
run by popular soverignity. Therefore, it’s only right for a canidate to go out and 
work to build his reputation, and from that, his voter base.

Although sometimes unpopular, the Electoral College is critical to keeping 
elections safe and secure. Without it, chaos would likely ensue. Like many 
despised government policies, it’s just best for everyone. For those who dislike this 
system, think of it this way: Getting a vaccination hurts, but it helps you in the long 
run. Likewise, the Electoral College frustrates some voters, but it is the best way to 
keep elections orderly and controlled, and it will ensure longevity and stability for 
our government, which we, as a people, worked hard to create and defend, so 
long ago. Even if the Electoral College angers people, it’s just better and safer to 
keep it.




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4–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose and task. A clear 
claim is identified (despite the misgivings of the public, the Electoral College is, by far, the 
best option we have to keep elections going smoothly). An effective and logical organizational 
structure creates coherence and a sense of completeness. A skillful use of transitions 
throughout the response help clarify relationships between and among ideas (Therefore, 
However, But). A satisfying introduction and conclusion provide context and synthesize with 
a measured approach, maintaining the claim while acknowledging some issues with the 
Electoral College (it is the best way to keep elections orderly and controlled, and it will 
ensure longevity and stability for our government, which we, as a people, worked hard to 
create and defend, so long ago). Appropriate style and tone are established and maintained 
throughout the response.

2–Evidence and Elaboration

The response provides thorough, convincing, and credible support using source-derived 
evidence for the claim. Relevant and thorough evidence is smoothly integrated to support the 
claim. The response demonstrates excellent facility with language, using varied sentence 
structure, clear expression of ideas, and academic, domain-specific vocabulary (After all, the 
United States’ government is run by popular soverignity. Therefore, it’s only right for a 
canidate to go out and work to build his reputation, and from that, his voter base). The 
response clearly demonstrates an understanding of the source material; however, without a 
citation in a text-based writing task, the highest score a response may receive in Evidence 
and Elaboration is a 2.

2–Conventions 

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Some minor 
conventions errors (canidate) are present in this draft response. 
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“Abolish the electoral college!” is a famous statement that was made by Bob Dole 
on whether or not it would be a good idea to keep the electoral college. Though 
others may disagree and say that our founding fathers established the Electoral 
College. Also that it was established with the mindset of helping the american 
people, but i would like to think otherwise. I believe that the we should change the 
system by which we vote the president of the United States into election by 
popular vote. For many years we have been using the concept of the Electoral 
College and for many years, it has lead to unfair calls and the placing of bad 
leadership in our country. In the article titled, “The Indefensible Electoral College: 
Why even the best-laid defenses of the system are wrong”, the author defines 
what the electoral collage system really is, the author states, “ Under the electoral 
collage system, voters vote not for the president, but for a slate of electors, who in 
turn elect the president.” This system is an unfair system, and can not be trusted. 
It time for change.

The electoral collage is a dishonesty to voters, it is an unfair system. In “The 
Indefensible Electoral College: Why even the best-laid defenses of the system are 
wrong”, the author make a good claim. He or she talks about the winner takes all 
system that is affiliated with the electoral college. In the 13th paragraph the author 
specifically says, “ Because of the winner-take-all system in each tate, candidates 
don’t spend time in states they know have no chance of winning, focusing only on 
the tight races “swing” state.” That shows how unfair it is to us as the american 
people. Certain states may not get a chance to see who their choices are. They are 
forced to make a decision based on the little we know and the majority of the 
knowledge comes form the media which is a very unreliable source. “ During 
the2000 campaign, seventeen states didn’t see the candidates at all.” That shows 
how little our voices are heard in a desion that is crutial for how we go about and 
make decisions in our everyday lives. We the American people have to rely on 
states such as Ohio for who our president will be.

There is dishonesty every where you go. More so in the electoral college. When the 
electors are chosen we have no say so. The state legislatures are the ones 
responsible for picking the electors. In paragraph 11 of “The indefinsible Electoral 
College”, the author makes a remark that everyone should put into regards. It says 
“That those electors could always defy the will of the people.” Just like people can 
lie about their age, electors san also fib about their position or party in which they 
are representing. The author also mentions in paragraph 11, : In the same vein, 
“faithless” electors have occasionally refused to vote for their party’s candidate 
and cast a deciding vote for whomever the please.”Not everyone can be trusted, 
and the dishonesty is another reason why we should do away with the electoral 
college and change to election by popular vote. With the election by popular, we 
are assured that there is fair play even though some of us may not get our voice 
heard completely.


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People who are for the concept of the electoral college may argue other wise. For 
instance, in the article called, “In Defense of the Electoral College”, the author 
argues that “ The Electoral College despite its lack of democratic pedigree; all are 
practical reasons, not liberal or conservative reasons”, meaning it’s idea of 
support. I believe the Electoral College is an overrated nor practical.

I am in favor of abolishing the electoral collage amd changing to election of by 
popular vote. With the system of election of popular vote, you will be sure that the 
system is fair,honest, and speakes the voices of the American people. As a sentor 
you should take the best interest of the American people to heart.




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3–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, and 
task. The response includes a clear claim (we should change the system by which we vote the 
president of the United States into election by popular vote), and that claim is maintained 
throughout the response. Generalities about the negative results the country has endured as a 
result of the Electoral College and the Electoral College process are also appropriately placed 
in the introduction (unfair calls and the placing of bad leadership in our country). The theme 
of dishonesty and unfairness identified in the introduction is broken into two distinct points 
in the two body paragraphs. An adequate progression of ideas within each of these 
paragraphs is apparent, with each sentence building on the previous one. An attempt to 
identify opposing claims is made in the introduction and the last body paragraph but is not 
adequately developed (People who are for the concept of the electoral college may argue 
other wise). Appropriate style and tone are established. The conclusion is minimally 
adequate, succinctly reiterating the claim, touching on each of the points, and invoking the 
audience to take the best interest of the American people to heart. 

3–Evidence and Elaboration

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the claim using information 
contained in the source materials. Relevant evidence from multiple sources is generally 
integrated. For example, in the first body paragraph the response explains why the winner-
take-all system results in unfairness to some voters (“candidates don’t spend time in states 
they know have no chance of winning, focusing only on the tight races “swing” state”). The 
response adequately integrates this source-derived information by stepping through the cause 
and effect: voters in these states are forced to make a decision on little and unreliable 
information, this is a crucial decision, and it’s unfair that some states like Ohio are left to 
make the decision for everyone. A mix of precise and general language and appropriate 
domain-specific vocabulary is used with some variation in sentence structure. 

1–Conventions 

Conventions errors are present, including usage, spelling (collage, desion, crutial), 
capitalization, and punctuation. The writing in this draft response demonstrates a partial 
command of basic conventions.
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The Electoral College is a process that selects the electors to vote for the 
President and Vice President of the United States. It consists of 538 electors and a 
majority of 270 votes is required to electo the president. The Electoral College is 
held every four years on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November. In 
defense of the Electoral College, it is a right and just system that keeps the votes 
of states fair for choosing the President.

It can be a complicated system of processes, but the Electoral College is used to 
make the agreement of choosing the President accurately. Voters vote not for the 
President, but for the state of electors who in turn elect for the President. The state 
of electors are trusted to vote for the party’s nominee, according to Richard A. 
Posner who wrote an excerpt from “In Defense of the Electoral College: Five 
reasons to keep our despised method of choosing the President” from Slate 
Magazine. The Electoral College balances the weight of votes between large and 
small states by population. This avoids large states to get all the attention when it 
comes to choosing a president because they have more people than a smaller 
state with less people.

From a different point of view, the Electoral college can be unfair toward some 
citizens who just want to make their own descisions and not vote of the electors. 
“Voters cannot always control whom their electors vote for”, stated by Bradford 
Plumer who wrote an excerpt from “The Indefensible Electoral College: Why even 
the best-laid defenses are wrong” from Mother Jones. The winner-take-all system 
in each state awards all electors to the winning presidential candidate, which can 
be seen as unfair to voters. For example, during the 2000 campaign, seventeen 
states didn’t see the candidates at all, including Rohde Island and South Carolina, 
and voters in 25 of the largest media markets didn’t get to see a single campaign 
ad. In favor of those who find the Electoral College an unfair system, it could use a 
little work around the edges.

The Electoral College is still a successful system despite their tough years in the 
United States. In some cases the system can be fair in some ways toward some 
parts of the country. The Electoral College requires a presidential candidate to 
have a trans-regional appeal. No region has enough electoral votes to elect a 
president. So a solid regional favorite, such as Romney was in the South, has no 
incentive to campaign heavily in those states, for he gains no electoral votes by 
increasing his plurality in states that he knows he will win, according to Richard A. 
Posner. This is a desirable result because a candidate with only regional appeal is 
unlikely to be a successful president. So, in some ways the Electoral College 
contines to be just in some situations involving regions around the United States.




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All in all, the Electoral college system is a fair and just system that helps our nation 
pick a responsible and trustworthy President. The process consists of selecting the 
electors and the meeting of the electors where they vote for the President and Vice 
President of the United States. In a way, the system can be an unjust toward some 
countries or situations depending, but the government should continue to use this 
system and perhaps work along the edges of this process in order to perfect its 
justifications.




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3–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, and 
task. A clear claim is identified and maintained throughout (In defense of the Electoral 
College, it is a right and just system that keeps the votes of states fair for choosing the 
President). An adequate progression of ideas from beginning to end is present. An evident 
organizational structure is used to proceed from explaining the Electoral College process in 
body paragraph one (It can be a complicated system of processes) to identifying arguments 
against the Electoral College in the second body paragraph to weighing those disadvantages 
against the value of cross-regional appeal in the third body paragraph. Each of these ideas is 
introduced with an external transition bridging these concepts (The Electoral College is still a 
successful system despite their tough years in the United States). Internal transitions are also 
used to clarify relationships between and among ideas (So a solid regional favorite; This is a 
desirable result because; So, in some ways). The conclusion sufficiently summarizes ideas 
without unnecessary repetition. Appropriate objective and academic style and tone are 
established.

2–Evidence and Elaboration

The response provides cursory and uneven support for the claim, including partial use of 
source material. The first body paragraph describes the Electoral College process followed by 
a citation to the Posner source but then focuses on only one issue from the source (balances 
the weight of votes between large and small states by population). Multiple counterclaims are 
listed in the second body paragraph, citing source material and providing source-derived 
examples (For example, during the 2000 campaign, seventeen states didn’t see the candidates 
at all). However, these opposing arguments are not adequately addressed (it could use a little 
work around the edges). Other than the reference in the first body paragraph to the Electoral 
College’s benefit for smaller states, the only argument in favor of keeping the Electoral 
College—the actual claim—is made in the third body paragraph (still a successful system 
despite their tough years). A source is cited (a solid regional favorite . . . knows he will win, 
according to Richard A. Posner), but this information is not adequately integrated with an 
explanation as to why this would result in a more successful president. Although some 
support is provided with citation to the source material, the quality and integration of support 
is inadequate.

2–Conventions 

Although a few minor spelling errors are present (electo, descisions, Rohde) in this draft 
response, the writing reflects an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Dear, state senator I think we should change to election by popular vote for the 
president of the United States. I think this because the Electoral College does not 
seem fair, the president that usually wins in popular vote loses to the vote for 
presidency, it is considered a non-democratic method for selecting a president, 
and it is all up to the electors of a candidate. The Electoral College should also be 
changed to popular vote because it is not the people who are choosing the 
president, it is the three electors sent from each different state.

The Electoral College should be changed to election by popular vote, because 
it is not fair to the candidates. This is because most presidents that win the 
popular vote section of the election then end up losing the presidential vote 
section, an example of this is when candidate Al Gore recieved the most individual 
votes when running against George W. Bush, but Bush won the electoral section, 
recieving two hundred and seventy-one against Al Gore’s two hundred and sixty-
six. The Electoral college is also unfair to voters, because of all of the states winner 
take-all system of government, and in seventeen states they did not get a chance 
to see the candidates. Most people believe the Electoral College is outdated and 
irrational, a person named Bob Dole, believes that the Electoral College should be 
completely abolished. Another big problem in the Electoral College is 
segregationists who do everything to go against certain parties and their 
candidates, like the time in 1960 a group of segregationists almost succeeded in 
their effort to get rid of all democratic electors so that new electors would be 
opposed to John F. Kennedy.

The Electoral College should also be changed to election by popular vote, 
because people consider it non-democratic. This is because the voting is all up to 
the electors selected by each of the different states, meaning that the actual 
people of the state have no power in the election of the candidates for president. 
When the people of the state take their vote for the candidates they are actually 
voting for potential electors who will then go represent the selected candidate, this 
gives rise to problems like corrupt electors who are dishonest and using cheating 
tactics, also most states know that their votes will do nothing to help the 
candidates being represented, examples would be the Democrats in Texas and the 
Republicans in California. It is also believed that the Electoral College makes 
potential voters not want to vote at all and they end up not representing their 
candidates. And most people already have a certainty of the outcome of the 
election, meaning they already know who will win the election based on the 
number of votes so far in the popular votes section and the electoral section. The 
system of electors is also not fair because the people can not control who they are 
voting for has the electors, and the states number of electors are equal to the 
number of people on its congressional delegation, which gives big states an 
advantage over small states.


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To conclude this letter, I again say that the Electoral College should be changed 
to election by popular vote because, popular vote is fairer then the Electoral 
College, the people have no power compared to the electors and the are subject 
to corruption with in the system.


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2–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is somewhat sustained within the purpose and task, establishing a claim in the 
introduction (I think we should change to election by popular vote) with a few reasons to 
support that claim. Although the response remains focused and consistent with regard to the 
claim, there is little organizational structure. Other than an explanation in the second body 
paragraph about how the Electoral College works, there is no apparent reason for the order in 
which the arguments are provided. Arguments are merely listed, with minimal transitions to 
assist understanding. Repetitive external transitions begin each body paragraph (The 
Electoral College should also be changed to election by popular vote, because). Alternate 
claims or counterclaims are not identified or addressed. Much like the introduction, the 
conclusion merely reiterates the claim and lists a few of the multiple reasons provided in the 
body of the response.

2–Evidence and Elaboration

The response provides cursory support for the claim that includes partial use of source 
materials. The response includes multiple references to information contained in the source 
material without citation or attribution. Information provided to support the claim is merely 
listed without adequate development. A few of the references, such as the number of electors 
from each state (three electors sent from each different state), and the claim that most 
presidents that win the popular vote also lose the election in the Electoral College (most 
presidents that win the popular vote section of the election then end up losing the presidential 
vote section) are misunderstandings of the source material. 

2–Conventions 

Although a few minor errors are present, this draft response reflects an adequate command of 
basic conventions.
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Dear State Senator, I am writting to inform you, that we need to change the fact 
that we have Ellectoral colleges and go to a popularity vote for presidancy. I feel 
that more people would vote if they new that their vote actualy made a difference. 
Instead of no one caring because of the winner takes all rule.

If the united states was to go to a popularity vote this would push millions of 
people to get up, out and vote because they know what the are doing is going to 
make a diffrence. According to Plumer “...over 60% of voters would perfer a direct 
election to the kind we have now.” The fact is that voters cant always control 
whom their electors vote for. We don’t want another 2000 fiasco on our hands 
again, since electors can directly defy the right of the people. Ellectoral collages 
are unfair, outdated, and irrational due to this fact by it’s self.

The Ellectral colleges are non democratic in a way that when you vote for a 
presidential canidate you’re really voting for a slate of electors. That slate of 
electors could vote directly aginst what you voted for and not lose a minute of 
sleep over it. According to Posner, “Romney was in the South, has no incentive t 
campiagn heavily in those states , for he gains no ellectoral votes.... the residance 
of the regions .. feel as if there votes dont count.. really isnt their president.”By this 
the people meant that since the candiate dosent campaign there they feel as if 
they are disenfranchised.

For these reasons i think we should go to a Popularity vote for presidancy in 
the United Sates. I think it would make people feel more appritiated and more 
people would vote. This would also bring up the votes in total that would be cast.




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2–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is somewhat sustained within the purpose and task. A claim is stated in the 
introduction (we need to change the fact that we have Ellectoral colleges and go to a 
popularity vote for presidancy) but is insufficiently sustained. The response contains little 
variety in transitional strategies to clarify the relationships between and among ideas. A topic 
sentence is used to identify the point made in each body paragraph, and the contents of each 
paragraph include loosely related ideas. The introduction and conclusion add little to the 
response, merely stating the claim and repeating the same point in the conclusion. No 
alternate claims or counterclaims are identified or addressed. 

2–Evidence and Elaboration

Although the response does include support from the source material, the information is 
weakly integrated and does not support the point for which it is cited. While supporting the 
overall claim that a popular vote would be superior to the Electoral College, the information 
used in the second body paragraph to support the idea (slate of electors could vote directly 
aginst what you voted for and not lose a minute of sleep over it) does not relate to the 
controlling idea (“Romney was in the South, has no incentive t campaign heavily in those 
states, for he gains no ellectoral votes”). The response includes little variety in elaborative 
techniques, merely providing a quotation from the source material for each point. This 
information is weakly integrated by making vague statements following its use (Ellectoral 
collages are unfair, outdated, and irrational due to this fact by it’s self).

1–Conventions 

This draft response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. An inconsistent 
use of correct punctuation (contraction apostrophes), capitalization (i, united states), sentence 
formation (fragments), and spelling (writting, Ellectoral, actualy) is present but does not 
obscure meaning. 
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I believe that staying with the Electoral College is the best thing in thissituation. I 
believe this because the 538 electors are very helpful. They pick our president and 
ourvice president.The Electoral College also picks who takes care of and guards 
the important people in the United States, such as the president, the vice 
president, and the senate.

The Electoral College is important because they help us choose our presient 
and our vice president. The presidental election is held every four years on the 
Tuesday after the first Monay in November. Electors usually do what they think is 
best for the United States. Picking our president is something that is very 
important and i think the electors of the Electoral College will pick the right person 
for the job.

The Electoral College is also important because the electors have a big job to 
do. The electors have to make sure that we have a good senate, president, vice 
president,and good security for the presdent. The Electoral College is a big help 
for the United States.

In conclusion, the Electoral College is helpful to me because the electors both 
pick our president ad pick who is certified to protect him/her. That is a hard job, 
but I am glad that we have a good Electoral College.


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2–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is somewhat sustained within the purpose and task with a claim (I believe that 
staying with the Electoral College is the best thing in thissituation). Two reasons for 
continuing to use the Electoral College are identified in the opening and used to organize the 
response (They pick our president and ourvice president . . . also picks who takes care of and 
guards the important people in the United States). Little variety in transitional strategy is 
used. The two ideas listed in the introduction are preceded by nearly the same language to 
begin each body paragraph (The Electoral College is important, The Electoral College is also 
important). The response concludes by once again repeating the two reasons. 

1–Evidence and Elaboration

The response includes minimal support for the claim. Although the response includes 
information from the source material that the election for the President occurs on the second 
Tuesday following the first Monday in November, it is not relevant to the point where it is 
used (Electors usually do what they think is best for the United States . . . and. . . will pick the 
right person for the job). The point that the Electoral College selects guards for important 
people is not supported. No citation to source material is present. Language and vocabulary is 
general, vague, and limited (right person for the job, good, big help).

2–Conventions 

The draft response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Although a few 
minor errors are present (Monay, i), no patterns of errors occur. 
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  State Senator I disagree on keeping the Electoral College! For only the electors 
choose who is going to be the new President, I say we get dispose of it and 
change the election to most popular vote! That way we also have a say on who is 
going to be the new President and the new Vice President. For we also have to 
have a say on this.

The thing that is wrong with this system is that the voters do not vote for the 
President, but for the slate of the electors who in turn elect the President! like it 
says on source 2 paragraph 10 “If you lived in Texas and wanted to vote for [John] 
kerry
The Electoral College does not let us, the people, choose who is going to be the 
new President it only allows the electors choose who it’s going to be by their vote! 
For an example on the 2000 U.S. Presidental race, Al Gore recieved more of the 
individual votes than George W. Bush, but Bush only the won election because he 
recieved 271 electoral votes than Al Gore’s 266! It wasn’t fair that




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1–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the task. A claim is 
provided (I disagree on keeping the Electoral College!); however, the brevity of the response 
and abrupt conclusion results in insufficient demonstration of focus and organization. A few 
transitional strategies are present (For an example, but). Alternate or opposing claims are not 
identified or addressed. 

1–Evidence and Elaboration

The response includes minimal support for the claim using information from the source 
material. An attempt is made to explain the process the Electoral College uses to elect the 
president (like it says on source 2 paragraph 10 “If you lived in Texas and wanted to vote for 
[John] kerry The Electoral College does not let us, the people, choose), and one example in 
which the popular vote and Electoral College vote would not have yielded the same result is 
described (Al Gore recieved more of the individual votes than George W. Bush, but Bush only 
the won election because he recieved 271 electoral votes). Expression of ideas is vague and 
vocabulary imprecise (It wasn’t fair).

1–Conventions 

The draft response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. This brief response 
contains a variety of errors in usage (get for just, missing words), punctuation (commas, 
missing end punctuation), capitalization (kerry, The, like), and sentence formation (run-on 
and fragment).
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Well i think we should chang them becuase some people can get confussed about 
who they vote for. I think it be good to chang them becuase a president could get 
a lot more votes but when the other voter get one or two more Electoral College 
votes then they would win. I think they should be chang becuase there could be 
500,000 voter but then for california 55 voter represen 35million voter. Like in 2000 
seventeen states didn’t see the candidates at all even Rhode Island and the 25 
largest voter didn’t even see a campain ad.

It not even the people who elect the president it the electors who elect the 
president. It says that Gore had more populare votes then Bush but lts electoral 
College votes that help him win so they say that if u have more electoral votes then 
populare u win. When he increased his plurality in some states he increased his 
votes that shows a bad president to people and he won’t now what to do the 
people don’t feel like he there president.




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1–Purpose, Focus, and Organization

The response is related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the task. The 
response includes a minimal, unclear claim that, due to the confusion during voting, a change 
from the Electoral College should be made (i think we should chang them). No explanation is 
provided for why the proposed alternative would create less confusion. Some minimal 
transitions occur within the paragraph (but then, Like in). No alternate or counterclaims are 
identified or addressed. The response is too brief to fully demonstrate knowledge of focus or 
organization.

1–Evidence and Elaboration

The response includes limited references to source material (california 55 voter represen 
35million voter). Some source material either doesn’t support the point (Like in 2000 
seventeen states didn’t see the candidates at all even Rhode Island and the 25 largest voter 
didn’t even see a campain ad) or loosely supports it (It says that Gore had more populare 
votes then Bush but Its electoral College votes that help him win so they say that if u have 
more electoral votes then populare u win). No citation to any source material is present. 
Vocabulary and sentence structure are simple and limited (them, they, bad).

0–Conventions 

The draft response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent and severe 
errors often obscuring meaning. The brief response consists of multiple conventions errors, 
including run-on sentences, incorrect punctuation (missing commas and apostrophes), 
incorrect usage (singular/plural, tense, missing words, homonyms), capitalization (i, 
california), and spelling (becuase, confussed, campain).

S10	 00056923
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